
April 19, 2002

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

according to George, had everything but money. He was the
third...he was a middle child, the one who was ignored and had
to do things to get noticed, he said. And he said. I've always 
been windier then a March day. George was awarded a scholarship 
to the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, but his older brother 
was killed during the Korean War. George then gave up his dream 
to attend the university and stayed home and helped his father 
on the farm. George has been married to his bride, Janice, for
forty-five and a half years. Five years ago he was quoted as
saying: we've been married 40 years and we had two goals. If we 
had children they would get to go to college; you see, we both 
wanted to go to college but could not. And we wanted to never 
get rich. (Laughter) And, he said, we've accomplished both. 
(Laughter) We've been successful. George and Janice have three 
children; a son and two daughters. All three children were able 
to attend college and fulfill their parents' goals. George has 
been a farmer all his life. He has dubbed his farm "Poverty 
Knob." The following quotes basically summarize his thoughts 
about agriculture today. Farming, George said, is a lovely, 
lovely thing to do. The three main reasons for anything 
happening in rural Nebraska is, agriculture, agriculture, and 
agriculture. He said, the economy in my area has disappeared. 
And young is getting older in rural Nebraska. As Executive 
Committee Chairman, George was able to enjoy the title of Acting 
Governor on several occasions. In December of 1997, when asked 
what he planned to do while acting as Governor he said, I don't 
plan on pardoning anybody, or appointing anybody, or dismissing 
any agency directors. I don't even plan on riding in a limo. 
I'm going to sleep with the Governor's wife on New Year's night, 
(laughter) Janice Coordsen that is, (laughter) and I'm going to 
watch the Orange Bowl on television with the Governor's 
children. And I think to that, Senator Stan Schellpeper would 
have said: aw, George. (Laughter) After serving as Acting
Governor, George commented, there was not even a fatal accident 
during my administration. But of course, that is in line with 
his political philosophy. He said, I expect Nebraskans to look 
after their own selves while I'm in office. In January 2001, 
there was another possibility that George would serve as Acting 
Governor. He said, and I quote: I have great plans wrapped in a 
shroud of mystery that will be dastardly and darkly carried out 
if I am ever given the reins of monarchical power. Fortunately,


